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A YEAR IN REVIEW 
In keeping with our theme, "Year of the Horse", we 
showcased our 13 therapy horses during our Diamonds & 
Denim event.  With Diamond supporter Don C. and Diane 
S. Lake Family Foundation and many others in our 
Bakersfield community, we were able to raise over 
$135,000 to provide care for our Equine partners and 
facility.  Back by popular demand, we hosted our Evening 
at the Races in March and were able to raise $40,000.  
Our sold out event had us busting at the seams but 
created a fun night wagering for our favorite and funny 
names!  As we approached the end of our Spring session 
we  kicked off our Open House &  15th Annual Ride-A- 
Thon, which raised $38,000 for our rider scholarship 
program.  Our 13 therapy horses & 4 Path Certified Riding 
Instructors provided 1,495 therapeutic rides, with the 
help of over  6,866 volunteer hours. 

MISSION AND VISION 
Founded in 1990 by Diane Hopkins, Ron Dorothy and 
Matt Evans, Angela and Mary Litterilla, and a wonderful 
Arabian mare named Tana — the seeds of a therapeutic 
riding program were planted.  In September of that year, 
M.A.R.E. (Mastering Abilities Riding Equines) was born, 
allowing special needs children and adults in Kern 
County to experience freedom of movement, freedom of 
spirit, and freedom from judgment.  Today, M.A.R.E. 
continues to provide “Hope on Horseback,” for 
exceptional equestrians in Kern County.  M.A.R.E. - 
Where miracles happen one stride at a time. 
          M.A.R.E. is currently a member center in good 
standing with PATH Int’l (Professional Association of 
Therapeutic Horsemanship).  M.A.R.E. adheres to PATH 
Int’l therapeutic riding center accreditation safety 
standards and proudly employs PATH Int’l certified 
therapeutic riding instructors.  M.A.R.E.’s exceptional 
equestrians participate in weekly equine-assisted 
therapies and activities that are designed to improve 
their performance of daily living activities, and enrich 
their social and recreational experiences. 

2018 Diamonds and Denim 
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 

Grants 
8%

Fundraising 
50%

Private Donors 
26%

Merchandise 
1%

Program Income 
16%

REVENUE PERCENTAGE 2018-2019 

REVENUE BY MONTH 
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56% 
M.A.R.E. Provides 
scholarships to over 
56% of our Riders. 

M.a.r.e. Rider Annalysse 
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Facility 
4%

Fundraising 
13%

G&A  
19%

Program 
56%

Equine 
9%

EXPENSE PERCENTAGE 2018-2019 
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6,866+ VOLUNTEER HOURS IN 2018-2019 

6,866
VOLUNTEER HOURS FROM 
2018-2019 

200+ Volunteers in 2018-2019 

M.a.r.e. Rider Aidan 
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EXPENSES  OVER THE YEARS 

M.A.R.E. Rider Austin 
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TOP 10 DIAGNOSES TREATED* 

*At M.A.R.E. we treat over 29 different diagnosed disabilities, including rare disorders 

such as Smith Magenis Syndrome, Muscular Distrophy, & many more. 

Autism 
24%

Cerebral Palsy 
14%

Down Syndrome 
2%

Anxiety 
5%

Seizure Disorder 
4%

*Other 
25%

Brain Injuries 
6%

Spinal Cord 
2%

Developmental 
4%

PTS 
7%

ADHD/ADD 
6%
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Ages 4-7 
15%

Ages 8-12 
47%

Ages 13-17 
11%

Ages 18-35 
15%

Ages 36-56 
5%

Ages 57-77 
6%

AGES OF OUR RIDERS  
M.A.R.E. volunteer Mattie 
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Actagro 
Active 20/30 Club of Bakersfield 
Albert & Raquel Idolyantes 
Amazon Smile Foundation 
Amber Tyson 
Aspect Engineering Group 
Bartling, William & Sarah 
Balding, David & Paige 
BBVA Compass Charity 
Ben H. and Gladys Arkelian Foundation 
Bland Solar 
Ben J. Schroeder 
Bloemhof, Ted & Sandra 
BMW of Bakersfield 
Buck Owens Production Company, Inc. 
C.A.R.E. for Kids Foundation 
Carrithers, Lynne 
Chaddick Williams Realty 
Chevron Products Company 
Cotham, Robert & Mary Ann 
Cox, Joan W. 
Dee Jaspar & Associates, Inc. 
Elizabeth Lehr 
Elliott, Frank & Doris 
Facebook  
Farm Pump and Irrigation Company 
Frank, Elliott 
Garcia, Xonia 
Gargan, John & Kathleen 
Gardner, Dayna 
Gary & Carrie Strausbaugh 
General Production Service of California 
Dr. Geoffrey R DeJaynes, DVM 

Ghyselinck, Joe & Rhonda 
Grotenhuis, David & Anna 
Haberfelde Foundation 
Harry & Ethel West Foundation 
Hensman, Kevan 
High Cattle 
Hodges, Nathan 
Hopkins, Diane & Rick 
Jeremy & Tyra Strausbaugh 
Kern Community Foundation 
Kern County Wounded Heroes Fund 
Kimiko Kobayashi 
Kobayashi, Christine & Tom 
Kratt, Jessy & Jerel 
Lake Family, Don C. & Diane S. 
Lane, James & Virginia 
Le Beau - Thelen. LLP 
Lindsey Prentice 
Mann, Joe & Judy 
Martin, Mike & Candy 
Mary McElfresh 
McBurnie, Richard & Janni 
McCarthy, Congressman Kevin 
McCormack, Andrew 
McElfresh, Mary 
McKenna, Robin 
Meger, Amy 
Michael & Jeanette Bidart Family Foundation 
Mitchell, Jay & Paula 
Molina, Steve 
Morales, Krista 
Motor City Buick/GMC 
Munger Farms 
Nickel Family LLC 
Paul, Brent 
Prentice Ag Consulting 
Price, Lindsey 
RL Enviromental 
Robert Grimm Family Foundation 
Shaw, James 
Sharon Designs  
Smalley, Stephen 
Smith, Suzan 
St. Clair, Arlana 
Sturdevant, Renae 

2018-2019 *DONORS  

M a t t  &  D e b b i e  T a n n e r  

a n d  t h e  w h o l e  E v a n ' s  

f a m i l y  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  

M . A . R . E .  t h e  p a s t  2 9  

y e a r s .   Y o u r  s u p p o r t  

a n d  u s e  o f  t h i s  

b e a u t i f u l  p r o p e r t y  

h a s  a l l o w e d  M . A . R . E .  

t o  h e l p  m a n y  p e o p l e  

o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a n d  w e  

l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  m a n y  

m o r e  t o  c o m e .  

Special Thanks to: 

Strata Credit Union 
Tammy Haney 
Tanner, Debbie 
Tarkington, Maverick 
Terrie Stoller 
TRIS Technology Solutions, LLC 
Ueland, Carl 
Varner & Son Incorporated 
Varner, Vint & Kristen 
Wadley, Robert & Karen 
Wall, John & Kathleen 
Wedemeyer, Ron & Connie 
Westside Industrial Development 
Williams, Mark 
Whittier Foundation 
Wheeler Foundation 
Williams, Darren 
Wonderful Giving 
 
*Donor giving over $500


